8         IS THERE A TRUE INTERNATIONAL LAW?

pressions of observed uniformities in nature. But I think
we shall find that something of the same kind happens,
though perhaps on rare occasions, when we apply the
idea of law to the phenomena of human conduct. Uni-
formity, even if it be uniformity in evil, and the result of
no external compulsion, might conceivably be dignified
by the name of law. For instance, I once knew a man
who worked hard all the week, and got tipsy regularly
every Saturday evening. To intoxicate himself at that
particular time was a guiding principle of his life. I do
not think it would be considered a misuse of language to
say that there was a law running through his conduct in
this connexion. Lastly, we find in our idea of law the
notion that it must proceed from proper authority. We
should describe a district which was completely under
the control of brigands as in a lawless condition, meaning
thereby, not that conduct was necessarily irregular and
chaotic there, but that the commands of the constituted
authorities of the state were not obeyed. There might
be the most abject and habitual deference to the wishes
of the robber chief, owing to fear of the punishments, in-
flicted by his bands; but yet we should say that the rule
of law was at an end in that territory.

We see, therefore, that ideas of force, order, righteous-
ness, uniformity and authority are all blended together in
the complex conception of law. By this statement it is
not meant that each idea has, as it were, its own little
compartment, where it rests neatly partitioned off from
its fellows; but rather that all exist together, and that the
conditions of thought call sometimes one and sometimes
another into prominence, the rest remaining for a time in
obscurity. It is also deemed that the notions of order
and uniformity are not the same. By order is meant the